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In 1999 Brit guitar icon, John Etheridge presented a commemorative one-off concert to celebrate the life of friend 
and colleague Stephane Grappelli with whom he toured for five years. Two decades later the band Sweet Chorus 
is still performing and we are honoured to have John at our club this month celebrating twenty years and his 70th 
birthday year. John is an immensely talented and creative musician working in widely diverging fields from 
classical to jazz to prog rock. His engagement in so many eclectic styles is evident in his collaborations with John 
Williams, Yehudi Menuhin, Dizzy Gillespie, Herb Ellis, Mundell Lowe, Nigel Kennedy, Pat Metheny, Birelli Lagrene, 
Barney Kessel, Vic Juris and countless others. Don’t miss this gig, you won’t be disappointed.                               

Eileen’s take on the Matt Wates gig:   
 
I first came across Matt Wates at Susan May’s Brentwood jazz club some 20 years ago where Spike Robinson 
played most Tuesdays with invited guest artists. It was also the first place I heard the prodigious talent of Leon 
Greening playing with Spike and Matt. I was delighted when Matt and Leon teamed up together in his sextet and 
continued to play melodic and exciting new music together. 
Matt is a gifted alto player with a beautiful tone and a very talented composer as well as arranger of many 
standard works. He can play subtle, gentle sounds as well as playing lively bebop compositions. Matt’s style not 
only compliments Leon’s gifted and excited solos on piano but also gives Leon the space to show his skill playing 
ballads in his own subtle way. Julian Bury on bass and Matt Fishwick on drums fitted in perfectly to round off a 
well put together quartet which allowed them all to show their particular skills of high calibre. 
The attendance was very good – I suspect many came for the quality music they knew they would hear as well as 
for the relentless, dead pan delivery of the corniest and terrible jokes Matt subjects us to! Fortunately his musical 
quality negates a change of career and his appearance on the comedy circuit. 
The first number was a composition by Matt called ‘Code White’ which began at a lively pace with Leon providing 
a long and swinging solo. Next we had a Barry Harris composition called ‘Lolita’ with a strong bass 
accompaniment from Julian to Leon’s gentle piano rendition. Sticking with another lady’s name Victor Feldman’s 
‘Lisa’ followed, allowing Leon to show his inventive flare. Then came ‘Summer Love’ from a ‘625’ film featuring 
Leon with a melodic solo from Matt. Another of Matt’s tunes, a waltz called ‘Hill Street’ followed, very easy 
listening and showing off all the band’s talents playing together. Leon played a beautiful ballad called ‘Old Folks’ 
next and then the set was finished by Harold Arlen’s ‘My Shining Hour’ in which Matt Fishwick and Leon gave a 
really rousing finish to the number. 
The second set kicked off with a bass player Sam Jones composition called ‘Says You’, an up tempo Bebop number 
that got things off to a great start. The band hung well together with the next number showing Leon and Julian 
mimicking a train chugging along with a very evocative rhythm to Tom Harrell’s ‘Train Shuffle’. Two of Matt’s 
compositions followed, a ‘French Waltz’ and a ‘Mexican Hat’, the latter of which allowed Matt Fishwick the 
opportunity to show off his skills. Next we had a blues number ‘Do you know what it means to Miss New Orleans’ 
which the band played with passion. Matt’s composition ‘Let’s Do Lunch’ provided a lively and fitting finish to a 
very enjoyable afternoon.                                                                                                                                         
 
Next concert 
 
12th May:   Sweet Chorus featuring John Etheridge and David Kelbie (guitars), Chris Garrack (violin) and  

  Andy Crowdy (bass) 
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 Future events 
 
Chelmsford Jazz Club       12.15pm    (£12 / £16 / £5 under 18 unless otherwise stated)  
2nd June:   Zak Barrett with the Marc Cecil Trio 
8th September:    Simon Spillett (sax), Ted Beament (piano), Alec Dankworth (bass) and Winston Clifford (drums) 
6th October:         Derek Nash (sax), Dave Newton (piano), Geoff Gascoyne (bass) and Emiliano Caroselli (drums) 
3rd November:     Matt Skelton celebrates ‘Shelly Manne’ featuring Mark Crooks (sax), Jim Davidson (trumpet),   
                               Leon Greening (piano), Conor Chaplin (bass) and Matt Skelton (drums)  (£13 / £17 / £5 under 18) 
8th December:   Jo Harrop (vocals), Tony Kofi (sax), Graham Harvey (piano), Dave Chamberlain (bass) and  
    Matt Home (drums)           (£13 / £17 / £5 under 18) 
 
Spikes Place 
Email:  susan_may@btinternet.com  www.myspace.com/spikesplacejazzclub    
Advance booking: Susan 01245 420475   
 
The Jazz Centre UK, Beecroft Arts Gallery. Victoria Avenue, Southend. SS2 6EX   
01702 215169 (Thursdays and Saturdays only) or telephone 01245 420475.    2.00 -4.00pm     (£12/students £5) 
25th May: Remembering the music of Stan Getz featuring Mark Crooks (tenor sax), Colin Oxley (guitar),     
                             Dario di Lecce (bass), Matyas Geyer (piano) 
The Bardswell, Weald Road, Brentwood. CM14 4TJ         8pm      (£15 / £12 unless otherwise stated) 
7th May: Jimmy Hastings Quartet 
14th May: Vasilis Xenopolous (sax), Ross Stanley (piano), Dario Di Lecce (bass) and Steve Brown (drums) 
21st May: Jo Fooks Quartet 
Saffron Walden Hotel. High Street, Saffron Walden. CB10 1AZ    8.30pm       (£12)     
16th May: Vasilis Xenopolous (sax), Ross Stanley (piano), Dario Di Lecce (bass) and Emiliano Caroselli (drums) 
Club Langley. 2, Hawksbrook Lane, Beckenham.  Kent BR3 3SR.  8.30pm   (£15 / £12 unless otherwise stated) 
2nd May: Vasilis Xenopolous (sax), Robin Aspland (piano), Dario Di Lecce (bass) and Steve Brown (drums) 
9th May: Lee Gibson Quartet     8.00pm 
23rd May: Jimmy Hastings Quartet 
 
Colchester Arts Centre Jazz Club (£14/£12) 6.30pm CJC members - concessionary rate with proof of membership. 
5th May: Remembering Reg Webb with special guest Nik Kershaw 
 
The Jazz Mix: Maritime Room at the Cliffs Pavilion      (8.0pm)  Mick Crook:  07786 941884 
29th May:          City Funk Orchestra            (£18)  
 
And finally…. 
 

 A special thanks to Sonia Nolder for all the work she does for the club whether it’s suggestions or updating 
facebook. 

 Visit our website www.chelmsfordjazzclub.co.uk.       

 Contact Chris, our webmaster at :  chrisadgo@hotmail.com 

 Help your club to maintain its position on the search engine ratings by submitting a review on google/Essex 
maps. It can be as brief as “heard a great band today….” or “looking forward to….”  

 Checkout  the Chelmsford Jazz Club Facebook page 

 Get tweeting on: twitter@chelmsfordjazz 

 Checkout the Jazz archive at Beecroft Art Gallery in Victoria Avenue, Southend. SS2 6EX.                                      

01702 215169  Email southendjazzcentre@gmail.com   Website: thejazzcentreuk.co.uk 

 Any feedback? Contact us at: sallyleone@sky.com 
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